
A Prelude to War
1858-1861



Lincoln Douglas Debates

 Election for Illinois Senator 1858

 Lincoln (R) is an unknown; Douglas (D) is 

a household name

 Lincoln's attacks on Douglas

 Freeport Doctrine

 Lasting effects of the election of 1858

– Douglas wins in Illinois

– Lincoln gains prominence

– Republicans do well nationally



John Brown’s Raid

 Led raid in pro-slavery Pottawatomie 

Kansas killing 5 men

 October 1859 – attacks Harper’s Ferry

 Captured, convicted, hanged

 Effects of Brown’s raid & execution

– Northern moderates

– Northern abolitionists

– Southerners



Election of 1860

 Democrats Split

– No nominee at Charleston Convention

– Southern Democrats  break away at Baltimore 

and nominate Breckenridge

 Republicans broaden platform 

– Increase appeal to moderates

– Nominate Lincoln over more radical Seward

 Constitutional Union - Bell 

– The remnants of the Whig Party and the 

American Party



The Political Quadrille

http://elections.harpweek.com/NewSite/1860/cartoon-1860-Medium.asp?UniqueID=19&Year=1860


The Results

 Lincoln wins the election

– Popular vote but still minority president

– Democratic Party split didn’t effect outcome

 South Carolina Secedes

– State legislature votes unanimously on 

December 20, 1860

– State sovereignty, Northern attack on slavery, 

election of a hostile president

 Other States follow suit and organize the 

Confederate States of America



Election Map



Final Attempts at Compromise

 Crittenden Compromise

– Extend Missouri Compromise line to Pacific

– Compensate fugitive slave owners

– Constitutional amendment to protect slavery

– Opposed by Lincoln

 Peace Conventions

– Discussed amending Constitution

 All efforts failed


